The Paleozoic Rheic Ocean has been proposed initially due to faunal evidence (Cocks and Fortey, 1982) and is corroborated by paleomagnetic constraints (e.g., Trench and Torsvik, 1992) . Its closure is related to the collision of Gondwana and Laurussia during the assembly of the supercontinent Pangea, thereby causing the Variscan orogeny (Matte, 1991; Franke, 2000; Nance et al., 2010; Kroner and Romer, 2013) . The juxtaposed microcontinental blocks of Saxo-Thuringia (Linnemann et al., 2004) and Teplá-Barrandia (Štorch, 2006) belong to the Armorican Terrane Assemblage (Tait et al., 1997) south of the Rheic Ocean, whereas the Moravo-Silesian Zone, including the Brunia basement (Kossmat, 1927; Finger et al., 2000; Belka and Narkiewicz, 2008) , is correlated with the Rheno-Hercynian Zone and related East-Avalonia areas and, hence, is an undisputed part of Laurussia. Thus, the Rheic suture must be between Brunia and Teplá-Barrandia (Pharaoh, 1999 (Massonne, 1999; Kotková et al., 2011 ) (U)HP/HT continental crust that was isothermally exhumed in the early Carboniferous. Zircon from UHP gneisses of the Erzgebirge has inclusions of diamond (Massonne and Nasdala, 2003) . Such zircon yields ages at 341.8  2.0 Ma and 340.1  1.8 Ma, respectively, for core and compositionally different diamond-bearing rims (Kylander-Clark et al., 2013) . These age data imply that continental rocks experienced UHP conditions (~150 km depth) in the early Carboniferous; i.e., at least 30 m.y. later than proposed in the model of Schulmann et al.
Orogenic models for the Variscides, including the Bohemian Massif, have to consider the inevitable necessity to subduct the Rheic Ocean between Gondwana and Laurussia. Furthermore, they have to account for multiple HP events from 400-380 Ma to 340 Ma. These constraints are not met in one single subduction zone, but require different subduction zones, as demonstrated by Matte (1991) , Franke (2000) , and Kroner and Romer (2013). 
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